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Yeshiva U. Hires Lecturer With Criminal Record of Sexual Misconduct With Boys

When will Yeshiva University ever learn? When will modern American Orthodoxy’s flagship institution learn to own up to its
mistakes, genuinely reform its procedures, live out its values and, above all, provide a safe and honest environment for its
students?

The latest revelation, that Y.U. hired a new faculty member who had been convicted of inappropriate sexual behavior with
boys, starkly illustrates the gross mismanagement and hypocrisy of the university’s current administration. Here we have an
institution reeling from allegations that for decades — decades — its leadership ignored the sexual abuse of students at the
hands of at least two of its most prominent staff members. Here we see an institution that covered up the abuse, allowed the
offending rabbis to take jobs working with children elsewhere in the Jewish community and, even after the Forward
uncovered this sorry and painful story, refused to acknowledge its own complicity and grasp the opportunity to help with the
healing process.

Instead, Y.U. spent $2.5 million on an investigative report that its own top officials then sought to largely suppress,
emphasizing instead that it is reforming its policies and procedures to prevent abuse and deal with it forthrightly if and when
it occurred.

Zero tolerance was promised.

Zero tolerance was not delivered.

As the Forward’s Paul Berger reports, Akiva Roth, who started this new school year as a Hebrew teacher at Yeshiva
College, pleaded guilty in 1997 to four counts of lewdness against several boys in his work as a private bar mitzvah tutor. He
was sentenced to ten years probation by a judge who railed against Roth’s arrogance and “lack of appreciation for the
wrongfulness of his conduct.”

Roth, 42, has not been accused of misconduct at Y.U. But his employment by Yeshiva College was a reckless violation of
basic management principles. “I teach my students that of all crimes, pedophilia has the highest rate of recidivism, over
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90%,” Rabbi David Teutsch, who leads the Center for Jewish Ethics at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, told the
Forward. “No way can you trust someone like that around kids.”

The fact that the events that led to Roth’s guilty plea happened some time ago is, experts say, irrelevant. It is impossible to
know for certain whether another crime was committed in the intervening years, especially given the unusually high
likelihood of repeat offenders.

Compassion dictates that Roth be allowed to move on with his life and be employed in any number of professions. But
teaching should not be one of them. Especially teaching on a university campus in Manhattan’s Washington Heights where
the college classrooms are as close as a block away from the high school buildings.

Roth’s employment calls into serious question Y.U.’s vaunted, “zero tolerance” hiring process, which is supposed to include
background checks on all new hires. Was the screening so poorly conducted that Roth’s guilty plea in a New Jersey court
was overlooked by the New York institution? A simple computer search turns up the information. Were there extenuating
circumstances that argued in favor of Roth’s application and persuaded Y.U. to ignore its own procedures? If this is true, if
politics or favoritism was behind this hire, then the university is especially culpable.

Were there really no other Hebrew teachers available in all of New York?

As we have sadly come to expect, the university effectively shut down communication when the Forward posed these
questions, several days before publication of Berger’s shocking story. As of presstime, it still has offered no explanation,
only the promise that it is continuing to review the matter.

Not only is this mystifying, it is highly irresponsible. Y.U. is facing a $380 million lawsuit filed by 34 former students who
allege that the university fraudulently covered up abuse that occurred between 1971 and 1992 and that it misrepresented
the safety of the school. Y.U. is fighting this lawsuit by arguing that the students waited too long to file it, since New York
State’s restrictive statute of limitations had run out years ago.

But it was only last December, when Berger’s stories first were published, that many of these students — now men ranging
in age from 39 to 60 — realized that the sexual, physical and emotional abuse they suffered individually at the hands of
rabbinic authority figures was actually widespread. The administration, however, knew. Rabbi Norman Lamm, who was
Y.U.’s president at the time, acknowledged in a voluntary interview that he knew of the abuse and failed to properly report it,
and then, when he stepped down as chancellor in July, asked for forgiveness for his failures.

Now Lamm’s lawyers argue that he is too cognitively impaired with dementia to testify in the lawsuit.

We think he may be the only honest leader at Y.U.

Richard Joel, who replaced Lamm as Y.U.’s president and was told about the abuse soon after he took office in 2003, said in
a statement in August: “Today, the university is a safe place infused with a culture of warmth. For years we have enacted
and enforced policies and procedures to protect our students and community members.”

In the case of Akiva Roth, that is blatantly untrue.

When will Y.U. ever learn?

And when will its board of directors, its vast alumni network and community of supporters, hold this administration
accountable?

This article was made possible because of readers like you. Join the Forward now.
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The Forward welcomes reader comments in order to promote thoughtful discussion on issues of importance to the Jewish
community. In the interest of maintaining a civil forum, the Forward requires that all commenters be appropriately respectful
toward our writers, other commenters and the subjects of the articles. Vigorous debate and reasoned critique are welcome;
name-calling and personal invective are not. While we generally do not seek to edit or actively moderate comments, the
Forward reserves the right to remove comments for any reason.
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· 18 hours ago

continuation of above post:

...on various levels. The connections at work in/basis for this particular hiring act seem to call for investigation.

I am personally uncomfortable with the repeated publication of the photo. After all, the real culprit here is the Yeshiva
administration. Now the guy will be recognized walking around Manhattan by many Forward readers. On the other hand,
his maintaining this line of work seems a profound breach of basic responsibility and is also troubling. Again, it would
seem that the connections at work here need examining.

· 18 hours ago

As Quixote 34 has been pointing out in comments on various related Forward articles and editorials, that someone
accused of plagiarism on apparently solid grounds, Dr. Lawrence Schiffman, has been appointed Vice Provost for

Recipe: Israeli Shakshu
with Feta Cheese – Jew
and the Carrot

When Will Y.U. Learn? – Forward.com http://forward.com/articles/185363/when-will-yu-learn/?p=all

3 of 6 10/11/13 3:33 AM



Report
ReplyReply

+1Henry Gottlieb

Report
ReplyReply

+1@Quixote34

Report
ReplyReply

+1Avrumele

Report
ReplyReply

+2Matt613

Report
ReplyReply

+1Avrumele

Report
ReplyReply

+2Matt613

Undergraduate Affairs (a position it seems created just for him, after his sudden departure from NYU) is an example of
exactly the same phenomenon addressed in this editorial. It seems that Yeshiva is really indifferent about inflicting not
necessarily very wholesome individuals on its undergraduates on various levels

· 12 hours ago

Zero Tolerance /// maybe zero hiding /// lets face it, this is the guilty protecting the guilty
disgusting ,,, a shunder on the neighbors

· 16 hours ago

"If politics or favoritism was behind this hire, then the university is especially culpable."

This statement also applies to the issue of whether YU's vice provost, while still a department chair at NYU, engaged in
plagiarism and in efforts to squelch an investigation into the alleged plagiarism. The nature of ongoing efforts to suppress
criticism of the vice provost's conduct is amply documented at the "Raphael Golb Trial" site. (I would supply the link, but
the Forward has implemented a no-link policy.)

· 17 hours ago

YU will not learn. Shut it down!

4 replies · active 8 hours ago

· 11 hours ago

Apparently neither does JTS. Tablet is reporting a few years after he was convicted, JTS hired him to teach Hebrew

· 10 hours ago

Oy vey. And here's the backstory from Tablet: "Roth’s father, Rabbi Joel Roth, is a professor of Talmud and Jewish
Law at JTS who previously stepped down as dean of its rabbinical school after allegedly making a sexually explicit
statement to a student." What's wrong with these places? And to think I spent my middle school years being
harangued by rabbis about the evils of "mixed dancing"...

· 8 hours ago
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I do not care about what these folks want to teach. What I do care about is the fact that two major Jewish
institutions have issues with the family Roth and seem not to care about the potential actual abuse and the
appearance of impropriety that these hires have caused.

· 10 hours ago

Ah - and here's the crucial fact - Rabbi Roth, who apparently made a sexually suggestive remark to a male
student, was himself an opponent of gay rights - a classic hypocrisy, that we have seen time and again (Need
we be reminded yet again that anyone who expresses opposition to gay rights should be presumed to be a
closet case?). Here's from the JTA report from 1993:
"The incident is significant in part because Roth has been a leading opponent of the Conservative movement
taking a more liberalized approach on matters of sexuality. He recently led a campaign in the movement’s
Committee on Jewish Law and Standards to prohibit the ordination of gay and lesbian rabbis. It is also not the
first time Roth has been accused of sexual impropriety. In fact, the Los Angeles incident occurred after a month
in which Roth was surrounded by a storm of controversy over a much earlier incident in which he allegedly
harassed a student sexually."
Opponents of gay rights - please, just come out of the closet already and stop taking out your sexual frustrations
on those over whom you have power!

· 18 hours ago

The point about the undergraduate vice provost appointment is that the guy automatically serves as a model for the
undergraduates of how to succeed professionally. I.e. part of the message seems to be, it's perfectly o.k. to do whatever
it takes to advance one's career, including copying the ideas of other scholars in the field and claim them as your own
important ideas, we'll even honor that.
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