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From when does one recite Shema in the morning –  
: There is a basic explanation for the 

various determinations with regard to time for reciting Shema. 
In Shema it states: “When you walk along the way, when you 

lie down, and when you arise” (Deuteronomy 

reciting Shema is connected with the time people set out to 
travel. Since the two greatest dangers at night are wild animals 
and thieves, they are factors in determining the time of day 

when Shema is recited. People travel when they can distinguish 
between domesticated and wild animals, between a dog and 
a wolf, between a donkey and a wild donkey, or between an 
acquaintance and a stranger (Penei Yehoshua

NOTES

Leek-green – : The leaves of this plant, see below 

in other cultures, as an exemplar of color.

Sky-blue – : A special dye produced from a species 
of snail. In talmudic times, this dye was already quite rare, 
and the means of preparing it, including the species of 
snail used, were eventually forgotten. In recent genera-

to resume use of the dye. In the Torah, there is a posi-
tive commandment to use wool dyed this color for two 
purposes: For ritual fringes; one of the four threads of the 
fringes must be dyed with this special blue dye, and it is 
wound around the other threads. However, the mitzva 
to wear fringes is not contingent on one of the threads 
being dyed, and today virtually all ritual fringes are made 
without the dyed thread. In addition, in the priestly vest-
ments, wool dyed this color is used in all or part of the 
sash, the entire cloak, the ephod, and the breastplate.

Wild donkey – : The habitat of the wild donkey (As-

sinus onager

Asia. It is mentioned several times in the Bible as a sym-
bol of freedom and wildness. The ability to distinguish 
between a wild and domesticated donkey can serve as 
an indicator for the amount of light at dusk and dawn.

Wild donkey

BACKGROUND

From when does one recite Shema in the morn-
ing – : The time for 
the recitation of the morning Shema is from when one 
can recognize an acquaintance from a distance of four 
cubits. This is in accordance with the opinion of  

in the Jerusalem Talmud of  the term  (Rambam 

, Hilkhot Keriat Shema  

The recitation of the Shema in accordance with the 
vatikin – : Optimally, the mitzva is to 
recite Shema adjacent to sunrise, in accordance with the 
custom of the  (Rambam , Hilkhot Keriat 

Shema

HALAKHA!"#$%& From when does one recite Shema in the 
morning?NH From when a person can dis-

tinguish between sky-blue [tekhelet] and white. 
Rabbi Eliezer says: From when one can distinguish between sky-

blue and leek-green.B 
And one must reciting Shema until the end of the period 

when you rise, i.e., sunrise, when the sun begins to shine. 
Rabbi Yehoshua says: One may recite the morning Shema until 

three hours of the day, which this is still considered when you 
rise, as that is the habit of kings to rise from their sleep at three 
hours of the day. 

While there is a set time frame for the recitation of Shema, one 
who recites Shema from that time onward loses nothing. Al-

 of reciting of Shema at its 
appointed time, he is like one who reads 
the Torah, and is rewarded accordingly.

'(!&)& recitation of the morning Shema begins 
when one can distinguish between sky-blue -
mara asks: To what is between sky-blueB and white referring? If 
you say that it means distinguishing between a pile of white wool 
and a pile of sky-blue wool, wouldn’t one know at 
night, as well? Rather, it must be a reference to ritual fringes made 
with sky-blue strings (see Numbers 

and one must be able to distinguish between the sky-blue strings 
in the ritual fringes and the white strings in the ritual fringes. 

With regard to the beginning of the time for the recitation of the 
morning Shema, a baraita cites additional opinions not cited in 
the mishna. 

It was taught in a baraita: 
Rabbi Meir says that the day begins when one can distinguish 

between two similar animals, e.g., a wolf and a dog. 
Rabbi Akiva says that the day begins 

between a donkey 
and a wild donkey.B 

And A erim say: When one can see another person, who is 
a distance 

of four cubits.

 halakha is in accordance with A erim. 
Abaye said: Regarding the time from which one may don phylac-
teries,  incumbent only by day, the halakha is in accor-
dance with A erim. But with regard to the recitation of Shema, 
one should conduct himself in accordance with the custom of the 
vatikin,H -

 vatikin would 
conclude the recitation of Shema with sunrise, and one should 
act accordingly.

It was also taught in a baraita: vatikin would conclude the 
recitation of Shema with sunrise in order to juxtapose the bless-
ing of redemption, which immediately follows the recitation of 
Shema, with prayer, and pray during the day.

Regarding this custom of the vatikin, Rabbi Zeira said: What 
verse is the source for this tradition? 
the sun, and before the moon for all generations” 

they shall fear You, immediately before sunrise, with the sun.

 –
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With regard to bowing, the Gemara relates: When Rav Sheshet 
bowed he bowed all at once, like a cane,BN without delay. When he 
stood upright he stood upright like a snake,BH -

HaBoneh).

And, Rabba bar 
 

Amida 

with: and concludes the blessing regarding the res-
King who loves righteousness and 

justice, -

when 
he concludes these blessings with:  

Rabbi Elazar said that one need not be exacting, and 
even
obligation, 

-
teousness” When -
ate to describe God with terms like: -
alted through justice? 

 

What is the conclusion that was reached about 
this halakha? 

in accordance with the 

 Rabba said
 

halakha is in accordance with Rabba H

And 

called a sinner, as it is stated

the good and the right way”  

is a Torah scholar, -

ill worrying 

Perek I
Daf !" Amud b

Cane [ ] – : This particular cane, , called 
 in modern Hebrew, apparently refers to , a 

type of bamboo from the  family. 
The Talmud refers to a particular species, apparently -

 ( ), a thorny bush that grows to 

Bamboo stalks

Snake – :

BACKGROUND

He bowed like a cane – : The 

should do so in such a way that not only is his body bent, 

NOTES

When he bowed, he bowed like a cane; when he stood 
upright, he stood upright like a snake – 

:

doing, he bows like both a cane according to Rashi’s inter
pretation, and like a thorn whose top is bent, according to 
the interpretation of the 

 is 
 

, ,   

The changes in the prayer during the Ten Days of 
Atonement – : During the 

of the 

 The holy 

does not recall which he said, if the mistake was in the blessing 

prayer, but if the 

one remembered his mistake immediately, within the time 

 and already began the fourth blessing of 
if the aforementioned period of time has not yet elapsed, he 
must return to the beginning of the prayer (Rambam 

, ,   

HALAKHA
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that there is no dispute here, and the Rabbis 
agree with Rabbi Eliezer. that it was 
established that Rabbi Eliezer’s opinion to be correct. 

this 
  -

halakha -
 the Sage N . -

that
stav L stav 

a stav. -
-

itzteba, portico, 
but rather stav

halakha

havdala

include havdala -
 

H

.
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'(!&)& Our mishna cited three instances where the 
-

 

to granted that 
as -

in a 
H 

Him

amora’im  question; 
 that this was 

as it appears as 

that this was 

N

: Various 

unique precision. Some ge’onim -
certain whether he heard the statement in the name of Rabbi 
Yehuda, the tanna amora, and he therefore 
repeated the statement in a manner that included them both. 

He transforms the attributes of the Holy One, Blessed be 

: The Rambam explains that compassion is not 

-
passion, it should be understood as guidance for man to act 
with compassion toward creatures, not as an indication of 

NOTES

Colonnade [stav : , stoa, meaning 
a roofed row of columns, stav refers to a row of columns that 

stav; 
two rows of columns.

Colonnade

LANGUAGE

The havdala
: -

accepted formula for havdala on that occasion (Rambam Sefer 

Ahava, , 

: Those who hear one who 

nest or a similar formula, should silence him, as per our mishna 
(Rambam Sefer Ahava, 

:
-

bam Sefer Ahava, , 

:

when good befalls him (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Berakhot 
, 

HALAKHA
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