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An Official Response To The Editors of The Forward:

Dear Forward Editors:

I have only a few moments to write this. I have to get back to memorizing page 32b of
Tractate Sanhedrin, as I was instructed to do daily by my partners at the Jewish
Enrichment Center. Thankfully, those anti-feminist Orthodox people don't require me
to wrap teffilin every day as they apparently did to that poor, unsuspecting Birthright
Israel alumnus in Gal Beckerman's article, "Birthright Alumni Center Tied to Haredi
Outreach". Then I would certainly have no time to put pen to paper. Fortunately, I
have a moment off to respond to Mr. Beckerman's very astute observations about my
Birthright Israel NEXT office and its relationship with the Jewish Enrichment Center
which he classifies as an "outreach arm of a yeshiva".

Thanks to Gal's terrific journalistic skills and his ability to see through the facts and to
interpret them so the rest of us can understand them, I have seen the light. It must be
true that an Orthodox person would be incapable of human interaction that didn't
include the forcing of his views on others, because "Orthodox" so clearly equals
"stealth agenda" and "dangerous". How could I not have seen that? Thanks Gal, I
would have gone the rest of my life believing otherwise. Pink slips are being issued in
my office to everyone with a yarmulke and a penchant for kosher food as we speak.

And thanks to all those other rabbis of various other denominations quoted in Gal's
article. While it's true that they have never attended any of our events or called me to
talk about working together, their status as "non-Orthodox clergy" clearly enables
them to assess the agenda of our staff members better than I can. After all, I am just
a run of the mill Jewish woman, and as I am so often reminded by my Orthodox
rabbinic friends, women don't count anyway.

Gal's articles have not only served as a religious and professional awakening for me,
but a personal one as well. Thanks again Gal! If you hadn't pointed it out, I would
have never realized that I hold such sway over philanthropist Michael Steinhardt. It
was your keen observation that I know his son David since childhood that drew the
line for me between Michael's generosity toward the NEXT/JEC partnership and my
ability to convince him how best to spend millions of his dollars. Given this new
revelation (and I use that word in the least Orthodox sense, I assure you) I can now
use my powers for good. In an upcoming Letter to the Editor to the Forward I plan to
post my home phone number so that all those seeking funding for their projects might
call me. I've got the direct line to Michael -- why shouldn't I use it? Whatever you need
- $10,000, $100,000 - I am the girl to get it for you. Good thing Michael is such a push
over and that I am so convincing.

Good journalism apparently isn't just about writing a good article. According to The
Forward it is about writing two articles, without the benefit of any firsthand experience
to accurately describe the subject the author has chosen to write about. Not everyone
can do that, but Mr. Beckerman has. Bravo. I so very much appreciate the effort and
am grateful for the insights he brings. And I understand completely why he chose not
to quote a single person who had positive things to say about the JEC - clearly they
have been brainwashed. Glad he caught that before he exposed their rhetoric to the
world.
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Meet Rebecca
Rebecca can
remember a time
when she
interviewed
celebrities for a
living working as
Managing Editor of
a nationally

circulated lifestyle/celebrity
magazine. She left Kim Catrall
behind six years ago to take on
Birthright Israel NEXT programming
and hasn't looked back (too much).
Read More!

Meet Rabbi
Lawrence
"Haji" can
sometimes be found
impersonating
"Borat" at Purim
parties, but most of
the time he is the
Educational Director

of the Birthright Israel NEXT
partnership in the Tri-State area. A
rabbi with a sense of humor, Rabbi
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As for me, I will go now to the other side of the mechitza in our office and think deeply
about what Mr. Beckerman has said and what it really means. Before I do, I will share
a little secret with Mr. Beckerman: I am the Director of Birthright Israel NEXT, NY, not
Matt Mindell or Lawrence Hajioff, not Rabbis Yoffie, Brenner or Bachman. What I
wont tell him is whether or not I am Orthodox, because frankly, it just doesn't matter.
And more importantly, that leaves room for the next article.

Rebecca Sugar Director Birthright Israel NEXT, NY

Reunion Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program I Am Birthright Israel

The largest alumni community in North America is right here in your region, so get
involved! Join our staff of 12 for events at our downtown loft, REUNION, any night of
the week. Learn more about us and what we're up to. 

The Jewish Enrichment Center (JEC) is the official partner for Birthright Israel NEXT.
You can find us online, contact us today or call 646-486-0470.

 

Update on President Obama's Health Care Plan
Wednesday, September 9 at 6:30PM

Q&A with Grace-Marie Turner, President of the Galen Institute. Find
out what is happening with health care reform and what you need to
know about the bill before Congress.
Questions: Email Natalie@birthrightisraelnextny.com
RSVP HERE 

Wedding Crashers Wanted
Calling All Photographers, Chefs, Musicians, Graphic Designers,
and More… Project "We Do" needs you! 

We are searching for alumni to donate their talents and services to
throw a dream wedding for one deserving couple. 

Click Here for details. 

JCARE BRINGS IN THE NEW YEAR!
Sunday, September 13 @ 10 AM

Start off the New Year by “doing good and feeling
better.” Help us brighten the day of a senior
citizen by delivering Rosh Hashanah care
packages. Limited spots available!
CLICK HERE for details .
Questions? Contact

Gabby@birthrightisraelnextny.com 

rabbi with a sense of humor, Rabbi
Lawrence left his days as a stand up
comedian and MTV employee in
England to study at Yeshiva in Israel.
Read More!

Meet Aviva
Although raised in
New Haven, Aviva
answered the call of
the big city more
than ten years ago.
She is a graduate of
New York’s Fashion
Institute, earning a

degree in marketing and
communications. For the last three
years Aviva produced special events
for clients like Johnnie Walker,
Adidas and MTV, as well as an indie
rock concert series for New York
magazine. Read More!
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High Holidays
SIGN UP TODAY. SPACE IS LIMITED. 

Rosh Hashanah September 18, 20, 2009
Yom Kippur September 27, 28, 2009.

More Info: Holidays@birthrightisraelnextny.com 
RSVP HERE

Wall Street Series with David Faber
Thursday, October 1 @ 6:30 PM 

CNBC's David Faber will speak about his new book "And Then The
Roof Caved In" Followed by a Q&A

Questions: Email Aviva@birthrightisraelnextny.com 

RSVP HERE
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