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Key Findings 

 The toughest tension: 74% of the Jewish population (3 out of 4 respondents) 
sees the tension between secular and ultra-Orthodox populations as the most (or 
second-most) harsh domestic conflict in Israeli society.  Other 
conflicts dramatically lag behind (47% - between political left and right and 33% - 
between rich and poor).  

 83% of the Jewish population support freedom of religion and conscience in 
Israel.  

 Exchanging vows, without the Chief Rabbinate: 62% support recognition of 
civil, Reform and Conservative marriages in Israel (currently, only Orthodox 
marriages are recognized for Jews); 67% of secular Israeli Jews would prefer a 
non-Orthodox alternative for their own marriage or for their children.  

 Same-sex marriage: 56% of Israeli Jews and 77% of secular Israelis believe 
that Israel should recognize same-sex marriage.  

 Equality for all denominations: 67%, including 56% of Habayit Hayehudi (the 
Modern Orthodox party) voters, support granting equal recognition by the 
government to Rabbis from all Jewish denominations.  Only 33% hold that the 
Chief Rabbinate and rabbinic courts should continue their monopoly on Judaism 
in Israel. This question was asked for the first time and indicates rising 
acceptance of Reform and Conservative Judaism. 70% of the Israeli Jews 
oppose the continued existence of Chief Rabbinate in its current form.  

 Just leave the ultra-Orthodox out of it: Almost two-thirds of Israeli Jews (64%) 
support a government coalition without ultra-Orthodox parties. 

 Keep on cutting: 75% support budget cuts to ultra-Orthodox yeshivas  as 
motivation for seeking employment, 63%  hold that the government should stop 
funding ultra-Orthodox schools that do not teach core curriculum (Math, science, 
English and civics).  79% hold that the government should require ultra-Orthodox 
schools to teach these core curricular studies.  

 Support for Shabbat Shopping. Two-thirds of Israeli Jews (67%) support 
Shabbat business hours in shopping centers located outside of cities. 59% 
support the same policy for small markets and convenience stores. 64% support 
public transportation on Shabbat. 
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 High government disapproval: 76% of the Israelis are not pleased with the 
government's activities regarding religion and state. 76% are not pleased with 
Yesh Atid party and its leader Finance Minister Yair Lapid's performance in this 
area, including 52% of Yesh Atid voters.   

  Who are you calling religious? Though Habayit Hayehudi is  the traditional 
choice for Modern Orthodox Israelis and a member of the government coalition,  
it's constituency is far more diversified on religious issues:  44% of its voters 
support separation of religion and state,  50% support opening shopping centers 
on Shabbat and holidays outside of cities and 56% support equal recognition of 
rabbis of all streams in Judaism. 
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Introduction 

 

Hiddush- Freedom of Religion for Israel is proud to publish the 2013 Religion and 
State Index. The Religion and State Index is the most comprehensive annual public 
opinion survey on religion and state issues in Israel. Hiddush conducts the survey 
through the Rafi Smith Polling Institute each summer and it is traditionally published 
on the eve of Rosh Hashanah. This is the 5th issue of the Index.  In the past four years, 
the Index received great attention; coverage from the media, opinion-molders, and was 
actively used by policymakers. It is of the utmost importance, we believe, for this crucial 
information to make its way to communities, leaders and organizations in Israel and 
around the world. In the past three years, the Index was published in partnership with 
the Israel's leading online news site, Ynetnews.  

This is the first index to be published since the creation of the Netanyahu-Lapid-Bennett 
government. All previous indices reported that a majority of Israelis opposed the 
excessive influence of ultra-Orthodox parties on religion and state policies in Israel and 
supported a government coalition without them. In the last Index, two-thirds of Israeli 
Jews said that the ultra-Orthodox parties' political activities distance Israelis from 
Judaism. The current government, in many ways, came as a result of this sentiment. In 
the current Index, 64% of Israeli Jews express support for a government coalition 
without ultra-Orthodox parties in order to prevent them from further influencing Israel's 
religion and state dynamic. 

The 2013 Religion and State Index shows a clear and powerful picture of the status of 
religion and state in Israel today; The Index demonstrates that a consistent majority of 
Israeli Jews want full religious freedom and equality. The sheer numbers highlight the 
government's failures in not promoting these goals, and indicate the disappointment 
towards political parties that claimed to represent the desires of many Israelis but fail to 
do so when it comes to policymaking.   

This year's Index challenges many of the perceived conventions that we have become 
accustomed to in Israel in past years. Many of us have heard Israeli friends or family 
say that "Even if I had the option, I would still get married in an Orthodox ceremony." 
But it turns out this sentiment is no longer true: Two-thirds of secular Israelis and 
close to 40% of all Israeli Jews would choose an alternative marriage if given the 
option and would not get married through the Orthodox Chief Rabbinate, which 
holds a monopoly over matters of marriage and divorce of all Jews in Israel . Religious 
pluralism is a principle that is gaining ground among Israelis today. Two-thirds of 
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respondents support equal recognition for rabbis from all denominations, for instance as 
officiates in weddings, and conversions.  Support for the LGBTQ community is also on 
the rise: 56% of Israeli Jews support same-sex marriage or unions in Israel.  

This year we are faced with a challenging question: Even though there are no ultra-
Orthodox parties in this current government coalition, 76% of Israelis are still not 
pleased with the government and Yesh Atid party's actions regarding religion and 
state. This statistic points to the unfortunate reality that the current government has 
done very little to promote freedom of religion. 64% of Israeli Jews support public 
transportation on Shabbat. 62% support recognizing all types of marriages. But since 
the creation of the new government, it has completely ignored the public's desire and 
Yesh Atid's promises to institute civil marriage and public transportation on Shabbat. 
Nor has progress been made with regards to conversions or the growing phenomenon 
of public exclusion of women rooted in religious extremism.  

The findings of the current study are dramatic. There is no doubt that the Israeli public is 
increasingly losing its patience over the ultra-Orthodox monopoly on Judaism in Israel, 
and expresses growing demand for freedom of choice in Jewish life.  We hope that in 
the coming year more support for this critically important agenda will come from 
Jewish organizations and leaders in the Diaspora. Freedom of religion and equality 
in Israel is not merely an internal Israeli political matter, but one that goes to the heart of 
Israel -Diaspora relations and the core values of democracy.  Fully realizing the goal of 
“freedom  of  religion  and  conscience”  as  promised  in  Israel's  Declaration  of  
Independence is essential for both Israel's democratic and Jewish character.  

 

 

Stanley P. Gold    Rabbi Uri Regev, Esq. 

    Chair                                                  President & CEO, Hiddush 
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Freedom of Religion 

36% of the Orthodox Israelis oppose freedom of religion and conscience  

The Religion and State Index in previous years has consistently reported high levels of support 
in Israel for freedom of religion and conscience (between 80-85%). This year,  83% supported 
freedom of religion. There was a surprising and somewhat worrisome statistic, however: More 
than one-third of Modern Orthodox Israelis (36%) do not support freedom of religion and 
conscience, as opposed to 19% that was reported in 2012. Even in among ultra-Orthodox 
Israelis, only 23% expressed opposition. Amongst secular Israelis, only 5% did not support 
freedom of religion and conscience.  
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There was a rise in support for separation of religion and state, from 56% in 2012 to 60% in 
2013. Support for separation of religion and state usually stands around 55-56%. This is the first 
time that support has hit 60% since the original Religion and State Index in 2009. 

This statistic initially appears to contradict the notion that a majority of Israeli Jews believe Israel 
should have some degree of a Jewish identity. One likely explanation is that many Israelis 
understand the term "separation of religion and state" to actually mean reducing the impact of 
ultra-Orthodox parties on politics and actually do not support a complete separation of religion 
and state, which is impossible in a state which is partly defined as Jewish. It's likely that a 
majority of the Israeli Jews are indeed interested in a separation between religion and state in 
Israel, but not in the classic sense like in the United States of France.  

Unsurprisingly, support for separation of religion and state comes overwhelmingly from 
Ashkenazi Jews (72%), college graduates (77%), individuals with an above-average income 
(77%) or among populations with left-wing (89%) or center-left (95%) political views. 
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Approval Ratings for Religion and State Policies 

76% are not pleased with Yesh Atid's religion and state policies 

 

Approval Ratings for the Netanyahu Government's  

Religion and State Policies 

  

In the two previous reports, 76% of Israeli Jews said they were not pleased with the actions of 
the previous Netanyahu government (which included ultra-Orthodox parties in the coalition) 
regarding religion and state. The Netanyahu-Lapid-Bennett government coalition has carried out 
several reforms, principally through budget cuts and pushing legislation for ultra-Orthodox 
national service. Despite this activity, more than three-quarters of Israeli Jews are still 
dissatisfied with the current government's religion and state policies.  

Government dissatisfaction comes from every sector of Israeli society. 93% of ultra-Orthodox 
Israelis are not pleased with the government's actions regarding religion and state (compared to 
79% in 2012). But also 72% of Yesh Atid voters and 89% of Meretz, Kadima, and Hatnuah 
voters are similarly displeased. The sector that was the least dissatisfied with the government's 
religion and state polices were Habayit Hayehudi voters: "Only" 67% were dissatisfied with the 
government's religion and state policies and 33% were satisfied.  

Dissatisfied 
72% 

Satisfied 
28% 

Among Yesh Atid Voters 

Dissatisfied 
76% 

Satisfied  
24%  

Among all Israeli Jews 
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There is good reason for Yair Lapid to worry: 76% of Jewish Israelis are displeased with Yesh 
Atid's policies regarding religion and state. Even among Yesh Atid voters, a majority of 52% are 
not pleased. 67% of Secular Israelis and 100% of ultra-Orthodox Israelis are not pleased with 
Finance Minister Yair Lapid and his party's performance regarding religion and state issues. The 
Lapid-Bennett alliance seems to be strong but 82% of Habayit Hayehudi voters are not pleased. 
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Secular/Ultra-Orthodox Tension 

64% in favor of a government coalition without ultra-Orthodox parties 

  

 

Even if Israelis are unhappy with the government's religion and state policies, many are pleased 
the current government coalition doesn't include ultra-Orthodox (Haredi) parties. Almost two-
thirds of Israeli Jews (67%) support a government coalition that does not include ultra-Orthodox 
parties. Amongst the non-Haredi population, support grew to 71% and amongst Secular Israelis, 
87%. Among the Modern Orthodox Israelis, 51% are in favor of a government coalition without 
ultra-Orthodox parties.  

Examining the results according to party choice in the last Knesset elections reveals sweeping 
support across the political spectrum for a government coalition without the ultra-Orthodox 
parties (withholding the ultra-Orthodox party voters themselves). Among Yesh Atid voters: 87%, 
Labor Party: 81%, Habayit Hayehudi: 76%, and Likud Beiteinu: 65%. 



 

 
12 

 
 

  

74% of the Jewish population sees the tension between secular and ultra-religious populations 
as the harshest or second-most harsh domestic conflict in Israeli society. The tension between 
political left and right (47%) and between rich and poor (33%) significantly lagged behind. This 
gap has remained consistent each year, with the exception of the summer of the social protests 
(2011), when a small drop to 64% was recorded, though the order of the tensions remained the 
same. 

The importance that the Israeli public places on the tension between ultra-Orthodox and secular 
populations stands out even more when exclusively examining the category "the most difficult 
tension" (as opposed to including it with "second-most"): 51% of Israelis saw the religious divide 
as the most difficult internal issue. That was more than double the tension between political left 
and right (23%) and almost four times more than the rift between rich and poor (14%). 
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Equality in Sharing the Burden 

Israelis are split over the government's plans to draft ultra-Orthodox men to the Israeli 
army. 

  

  

Israelis are split regarding the government coalition's plans for drafting ultra-Orthodox men. The 
plan includes a deferral for four years and will only draft the men at age 21. Until then all ultra-
Orthodox yeshiva students will receive a complete exemption from military service. 53% of 
Israeli Jews are opposed to the plan and 47% support it. But among the non-Haredi sectors in 
Israel (ultra-Orthodox Jews are opposed to the plan because it includes mandatory service and 
intends on criminalizing draft-dodging) the numbers are evenly split down the middle. 51% of 
Yesh Atid voters support the plan and 53% of Likud Beiteinu voters also support it. 55% of 
Labor Party voters oppose the plan and 25% of ultra-Orthodox party voters support it.  

Israelis clearly wants equality in national service but is divided as to whether or not the Peri Law 
will actually bring that equality. 
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82% of Israeli Jews support  national (army/civil) service for ultra-Orthodox men. This 
percentage consists of 51% support for army service (with or without exemption for a small 
amount of exemplary students) and 31% support for civilian national service. These results are 
almost identical to last year's results (83% supported mandatory military or national civilian 
service). Immigrants demonstrated the strongest support- 57% are in favor of drafting ultra-
Orthodox men for full national service. That is compared to 43% of Secular Israelis who hold the 
same position. 

Mandatory service is backed by all political affiliations in the non-Haredi sector. 99% of Yesh 
Atid voters support compulsory service for ultra-Orthodox men and 100% of Labor Party voters, 
92% of Likud Beiteinu voters, and 89% of Habayit Hayehudi voters support the measure. It is 
noteworthy that mandatory civilian service is receives more support from left-wing Israelis while 
mandatory army service is supported more by right-wing Israelis.  
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Budgets and Core Curriculum  

75% in favor of budget cuts for yeshivas  
80% support employment as a condition for receiving benefits 

  

  

  

The government drafted a new state budget with serious cuts to ultra-Orthodox yeshivas. 75% 
of Israelis support this type of cut and only 25% are against it. Among non-Haredi Israelis, 82% 
support the budget cuts. 94% of the ultra-Orthodox and 54% of Modern Orthodox Israelis 
oppose the cuts. The support for budget cuts from university graduates stands at 87% 
compared to 64% for those with a high school diploma and lower. 91% of Yesh Atid voters, 84% 
of Likud Beiteinu voters, and 68% of Habayit Hayehudi voters support the budget cuts to 
yeshivas. The gap between Habayit Hayehudi voters (once thought to consist mainly of Modern 
Orthodox Jews) and the rest of the Modern Orthodox sector most likely comes from the large 
amount of traditional and secular Israelis who voted for the Habayit Hayehudi in the past 
elections. 
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The government decided to stipulate affordable housing for Israelis based on employment 
status or on attempts to seek employment. These new criterion will make it difficult for families 
of yeshiva students to receive the benefits and will give preference to employed citizens. This 
reform reflects the public consensus on this issue. 80% of Israelis and 87% of the non-Haredi 
population support these conditions. Ultra-Orthodox Israelis are the only population that greatly 
oppose this new policy (90%) and the 77% of the Modern Orthodox sector supports it. 

The new conditioning for housing benefits enjoys non-partisan support: 83% of Likud Beiteinu 
voters, 91% of Yesh Atid voters, and 95% of Labor Party voters support the change. 
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79% of Israelis believe the government should require ultra-Orthodox schools to teach core 
curricular subjects (Math, Science, Civics, and English). Since 2010, there has been consistent 
public support (75-80%) for core curricular studies in ultra-Orthodox schools. 86% of the non-
Haredi sector and even 57% of the Modern Orthodox sector support the education reform. 
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63% of Israelis believe the government should suspend funding to schools that do not teach the 
core curriculum. This public support is reflected in the Education Ministry's current plan to 
decrease funding for these schools. 29% of those who support implementing the core 
curriculum believe there should be fines for evading schools. 81% of Secular Israelis and 72% 
of immigrants believe in suspending the funding for schools that do not teach the core 
curriculum. 90% of ultra-Orthodox Israelis and 60% of National Religious Israelis are opposed to 
the potential requirement. 77% of Labor Party voters and 83% of Meretz, Hatnuah, and Kadima 
voters believe in suspending funding for schools that do not teach core curriculum.   
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Marriage and Conversion 

Two-thirds of Secular Israelis would choose a non-Orthodox marriage ceremony 

    

  

62% of Israeli Jews are in favor of legal recognition of all types of marriage ceremonies, 
including Reform, Conservative, and civil. Since the 2010 Index, support for civil marriage has 
stabilized around 60%. Interestingly, 23% of Modern Orthodox Israelis and 52% of Habayit 
Hayehudi voters support recognition of non-Orthodox marriage ceremonies.  61% of Likud 
Beiteinu voters, 88% of Yesh Atid voters, and 91% of Labor Party voters support equal marriage 
recognition. On the other hand, 90% of those who voted for ultra-Orthodox parties oppose legal 
recognition of non-Orthodox marriage ceremonies. 

Two-thirds of Secular Israelis (67%) would choose a non-Orthodox ceremony for themselves or 
their children and only 33% would choose an Orthodox halachic ceremony. Out of those two-
thirds, 39% would choose civil marriage, 20% would choose Reform or Conservative marriage, 
and 8% would choose partnership without marriage. Almost identical results are present among 
Israel's immigrant population (37% would choose an Orthodox marriage ceremony).  

64% of Yesh Atid voters, 63% of Labor Party voters, and 80% of Meretz, Hatnuah, and Kadima 
voters would choose a non-Orthodox wedding for themselves or their children. 64% of Likud 
Beteinu and 90% of Habayit Hayehudi voters would choose an Orthodox marriage ceremony.  
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The desire for a non-Orthodox marriage ceremony is primarily limited to only secular Israelis. 
78% of traditional Israelis, 95% of Modern Orthodox Israelis, and 100% of ultra-Orthodox 
Israelis would choose an Orthodox marriage ceremony, even if other options were available. In 
total, among all Israeli Jews, 61% would choose to have an Orthodox marriage ceremony and 
39% (2 out of 5) would choose a different option. There is a 4% rise in respondents would 
choose a non-Orthodox marriage ceremony; the 2009 Index reported only 35% of Israelis who 
would choose a non-Orthodox marriage ceremony. 

56% of Israeli Jews believe in legal recognition of same-sex marriage. This is a rise from 52% in 
the summer of 2011. In response to the question, "Do you think that civil marriage or unions 
should also include same-sex couples?" 77% of secular Israelis and 30% of Modern Orthodox 
Israelis responded positively. 

The subject of Israel's LGBTQ population is one of the few issues in which there is a large gap 
between the Israeli secular position and that of immigrants from the Former Soviet Union. 51% 
of immigrants oppose legal recognition of same-sex marriage. There is also a gap between men 
and women. 64% of women and only 48% of men support same-sex marriage. Around 95% of 
the respondents who define themselves as left-wing or center-left support same-sex marriage 
but 69% of right-wing respondents oppose recognition. 40% of Habayit Hayehudi voters support 
legal recognition of same-sex marriages.  
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61% of Israeli Jews favor legal recognition of every type of conversion that is currently 
practiced. This result has been consistent since the first index. Of the 61% in favor, more than 
one-third (36%) support a secular conversion (Jewish study and a ceremony for joining the 
Jewish people in a non-religious process), compared to 30% in the past two indices. This finding 
especially stands out since there is no secular conversion in Israel today. It is even rare to see 
such a ceremony in the United States.  
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The Chief Rabbinate 

Two-thirds of Israeli Jews: Equal standing for rabbis from all denominations  

Two-thirds of Israeli Jews (67%) believe rabbis from all major Jewish denominations should 
have equal standing. Only 33% believe in the continuation of the Chief Rabbinate's strict 
Orthodox monopoly on Judaism in Israel. The question was: "The Chief Rabbinate and rabbinic 
courts, which represent Orthodox Judaism, enjoy exclusive authority in marriage, divorce, and in 
other areas. Do you believe that this standing is legitimate or that all major Jewish 
denominations should be recognized?" 

Among those who support equal recognition were 89% of Secular Israelis, 66% of traditional 
Israeli Jews, 84% of immigrants, and 26% of Modern Orthodox Israelis.  
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The question of Reform and Conservative Judaism's standing was asked for the first time in the 
Index and the results were surprisingly optimistic. If in the past it seemed that Reform and 
Conservative Judaism were not well-received in Israel, it seems that today there is a growing 
awareness of the need for equal recognition. In the past, the statement: "The synagogue that 
secular Jews don't go to is Orthodox" was considered to be the status-quo, but the reality has 
changed. Also surprisingly, 56% of Habayit Hayehudi voters support equal recognition of rabbis 
from all major Jewish denominations.  
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Only 43% of Modern Orthodox Israelis support the current form of the Chief Rabbinate (two 
Chief Rabbis and two Chief Rabbis for every city to represent the two major ethnicities: 
Sephardic and Ashkenazi). 77% of ultra-Orthodox Israelis support the two rabbi model. This is a 
fascinating result because the Chief Rabbinate is considered to be a Modern Orthodox symbol. 
This result reflects the difficult feelings that many Modern Orthodox Israelis hold towards the 
Chief Rabbinate, especially following the victory of two ultra-Orthodox rabbis in the last Chief 
Rabbinate election in June 2013. 36% of Modern Orthodox Israelis (and 18% of ultra-Orthodox 
Israelis) believe that there is only need for one Chief Rabbi and 21% (5% of ultra-Orthodox 
Israelis) believe that there is no need for a state-employed Chief Rabbi at all. 

In total, 70% of Israeli Jews oppose the current model of the Chief Rabbinate compared to the 
63% that opposed the Chief Rabbinate's current form in 2009. Of those opposed, 40% favor 
one Chief Rabbi and 30% are in favor in stopping state funding for all rabbis. This was a 
significant rise from 17% in 2009 to 30% in 2013. This could be attributed to the influence 
following one of the dirtiest campaigns for the Chief Rabbinate that took place in 2013. 
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Shabbat 

Two- thirds of Israelis support shopping centers outside of cities remaining open 
on Shabbat  

Proposals for compromises between religious and secular Israelis regarding Shabbat usually 
include closing shopping centers outside of cities and allowing small grocery and convenience 
stores to remain open. Surprisingly, the support has become higher for allowing shopping 
centers outside of cities to remain open. 

Shopping 
centers 
located 

outside of 
the city 

Shopping centers 
located in cities 

Religious 
Affiliation 

67% 59% Total Support 
94% 87% Secular 
57% 43% Traditional 
31% 19% Modern Orthodox 
0% 0% Ultra-Orthodox 

  

  

Two-thirds of Israeli Jews (67%) support business hours on Shabbat for shopping centers 
located outside of cities. 94% of secular Israelis and 31% of Modern Orthodox Israelis also 
support this. On the other hand, 100% of ultra-Orthodox Israelis oppose the Shabbat business 
hours. Despite Labor Party head Shelly Yachimovich's opposition to business hours on 
Shabbat, 91% of Labor party voters are in support. The same goes for 50% of Habayit 
Hayehudi voters.  

 59% of Israeli Jews support business hours on Shabbat for convenience stores and small 
grocery stores located inside cities and 41% are opposed to it. Only 19% of Modern Orthodox 
Israelis are in support and 31% of them support shopping centers located outside of cities 
remaining open on Shabbat. Around Israel, support ranges from 57% (Tel Aviv metro area) to 
66% (Sharon coastal plain- between Tel Aviv and Haifa). In Jerusalem and surrounding areas, 
61% oppose Shabbat business hours and only 39% are in favor. Despite the opposition, there 
are dozens of convenience stores and small grocery stores open on Shabbat in Jerusalem. Of 
all political affiliations, Labor Party voters (88%) are the most supportive of Shabbat business 
hours for convenience stores inside of cities.  
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64% of Israeli Jews (close to two-thirds) and 71% of non-Haredi Israelis support public 
transportation on Shabbat in full or partial function. This is a consistent result from the last three 
indices. Of those supporters, 41% support partial frequency (running central bus routes at a 
lower frequency or use of shuttles) and 23% support fully functioning public transportation on 
Shabbat. 36% oppose expanding public transportation on Shabbat and of them, 21% are in 
support of continuing the status quo (almost no public transportation) and 15% favor cancelling 
the existing routes on Shabbat.  

91% of secular Israelis, 88% of immigrants, and 32% of Modern Orthodox Israelis support 
expanding public transportation on Shabbat. 92% of ultra-Orthodox Israelis oppose the 
expansion. Support for public transportation on Shabbat is also divided by geographic location. 
73% of residents in the Sharon coastal plain and the south of the country, 69% of residents in 
Haifa and the north of the country and 60% of Tel Aviv metro area residents support public 
transportation on Shabbat. The Jerusalem metro area is the only location that had a majority 
(54%) of respondents who oppose public transportation on Shabbat.    

93% of Yesh Atid voters, 89% of Labor Party voters, and 68% of Likud Beitenu voters support 
public transportation on Shabbat. 55% of Habayit Hayehudi and 95% of those who voted for 
ultra-Orthodox parties are opposed to public transportation on Shabbat.  
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Additional issues 

60% support for criminalization of excluding women from the public realm 

60% of Israelis support the Attorney General's proposal to criminalize publicly excluding women. 
This is a slight decrease in support from 2012, when support was at 64%. It could be due to the 
fact that the issue was taken off the Knesset's agenda in the past year.   

  

  

75% of Secular Israelis, 77% of immigrants, and 63% of the non-Haredi population support the 
criminalization of publicly excluding women. 73% of college graduates, but only 44% of those 
with high school diplomas and below support the Attorney General's proposal. The Labor Party 
had the highest level of support for criminalization (89%) followed by the centrist and left-wing 
parties (Meretz, Hatnuah, and Kadima) with 73%. 
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54% of Israeli Jews support Minister of Health Yael German's initiative for organ donation 
unless a written refusal is signed before the death, but 46% oppose the initiative. 77% of 
immigrants and 71% of secular Israelis support the Minister of Health's position. 58% of 
traditional Israelis, 62% of Modern Orthodox Israelis, and 87% of ultra-Orthodox Israelis are 
opposed. 63% of Israelis aged 50+ support the initiative while among young Israelis there is 
between 51-54% opposition. This could be due to the higher rates of young people in the 
Modern Orthodox and ultra-Orthodox sectors.  
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Political Analysis 

Habayit Hayehudi is not just an Orthodox party 

  

  

An analysis of the results according to party votes in the last elections reveals two clear 
findings. The first is that, according to the views of its party's voters, Habayit Hayehudi is not an 
exclusively Orthodox party rather its voters are mixed, as are their positions. 44% of Habayit 
Hayehudi voters support separation of religion and state. 52% support legal recognition of all 
marriage types (Though only 10% of them married in a non-Orthodox ceremony). 40% support 
same-sex marriage, 56% support equal recognition of rabbis from all Jewish denominations, 
and 50% support Shabbat business hours in shopping centers located outside of cities.  

With regards to equality in sharing the economic burden, 68% of Habayit Hayehudi voters 
support budget cuts for yeshivas, and 95% support conditioning for housing benefits based on 
employment, which will greatly affect yeshiva students. 76% of the party voters support a 
government coalition without ultra-Orthodox parties and the religious breakdown of the party 
reveals that 16% are secular and 30% are traditional Jews.   
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Labor Party voters want a government coalition without ultra-Orthodox parties 

General 
Public 

Yesh 
Atid Labor Support for: 

 
62 88 91 

All marriage ceremonies 
 

 
56 83 92 

Same-sex marriage 
 

 
67 88 90 

Equal recognition of all rabbis 
 

 

67 89 91 

Business on Shabbat at shopping centers located 
outside of cities  
 

 

59 78 88 

Business on Shabbat in small markets located 
inside the city 
 

 

82 99 100 

Mandatory national (army/civil) service for ultra-
Orthodox men 
 

 
79 94 93 

Core Curriculum in ultra-Orthodox schools 
 

 
75 91 95 

Budget cuts to yeshivas 
 

 

80 91 91 

Employment as a condition to receive housing 
benefits 
 

 

64 87 81 

A government coalition without ultra-Orthodox 
parties 
 

   

  

The second conclusion is that Labor Party voters, along with Yesh Atid voters, are the most 
supportive for freedom of religion and equality in sharing the burden. Labor's support is strong 
despite (party head) Shelly Yachimovich's political alliance with the ultra-Orthodox party, United 
Torah Judaism, which compromises her willingness to promote freedom of religion and equality. 

81% of Labor Party voters support a government coalition without ultra-Orthodox parties. 91% 
support conditioning housing benefits based on employment and 95% support budget cuts for 
yeshivas. The Labor Party almost completely avoids the debate over equality in sharing the 
burden despite the fact that 100% of its voters support mandatory service for ultra-Orthodox 
men. In the Knesset, the Labor Party opposed business on Shabbat, yet 91% of its voters 
support Shabbat business hours for shopping centers located outside of cities and 88% support 
the same practice for convenience and grocery stores located inside cities. 
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2013 Index- Explanations 

  
The Religion and State Index is an annual public opinion survey conducted by the Rafi Smith Institute for 
Hiddush- Freedom of Religion for Israel. The Index is indented to follow public opinion about religion and 
state issues and take note of trends from year to year.  The survey uses an unusually large sample pool 
(800 respondents) among the adult (18+) Jewish population in Israel and this year it included 24 
questions and 10 additional background questions.  This survey is conducted with the goal of providing a 
reliable and comprehensive resource for policy makers, non-governmental organizations, researchers, 
Israeli citizens, and Jewish communities around the world.  

The 2013 Index is based on a public opinion survey conducted by telephone from July 10th-24th, 2013. 
The margin of error is 3.5%. The breakdown of religious background of the respondents is: Secular- 49%, 
traditional- 29%, Modern Orthodox- 13%, and ultra-Orthodox- 9%.  85% of the respondents are native 
Israelis and/or immigrants from before 1989 and 15% immigrated after 1989. 

The Index project was initiated four years ago. In 2009, Hiddush published the preparatory research for 
the Index and the two first indices were conducted in winter of 2010 and the summer of the same year. It 
was then decided to conduct the study on a yearly basis.  The 2013 Index includes 24 questions, 
consisting of 10 questions that are annually consistent, 10 new questions, and 4 questions that have 
been previously asked but are not consistent.  The questions that are asked first mostly relate to events 
that have happened in the past year, such as the new government coalition without ultra-Orthodox parties 
and its activities and policies regarding religion and state. This index focuses on the subject of marriage. 

For analytical purposes, 10 background variables were segmented for each question.  (level of religious 
observance, immigrant status, Knesset voting record, age, country of origin, education level, income, 
political worldview, gender, and area code). Two of the most useful variables in the study were level of 
religious observance and Knesset voting record.  

Because Hatnuah, Kadima, and Meretz all received such a small number of seats in the election, the 
three parties were grouped into one category: center-left. Similarly, the two ultra-Orthodox parties, Shas 
and United Torah Judaism, were considered one category. On the other hand, the Labor Party, which 
was previously grouped with Meretz, received its own statistics in 2013.  

The term "secular" is used in the report to describe a Jewish citizen who does not affiliate with any 
religious denomination and does not describe themselves as religiously observant. "Traditional" connotes 
adherence to partial religious practice and observance but not strict adherence to Jewish law. Traditional 
Jews in Israel often recognize Orthodox Jewish law as the norm, even if they are not fully observant. The 
terms "ultra-Orthodox" and "Haredi are used interchangeably. 
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