
Des Moines Dhnid, DvMs
Fsdoror suiLdins; Foom 935

Federdl Bundine; Room 985

I d Miiing this letter to advise you ol th. follow up that has been per{om€d in respons€ to the
Humue Hmding Veritrcation visit at Establishment 4653c, l-col hdc, Gordon Nebraska,
May 30, 2007. Sub*quent to that visit, th€ group, People lo! dE Ethic.l Treatnent of-Anitu]s
lPdTA), has rcreased a video alcsins molatioN of th. Hu@e Slaueht r Act of 1973 The
fol]ding is d mcounbne of actions takm dd crdidcations .eceived since tiat visii

. I .aised conems about tlle use of a nod. h@k used by a lldt mplo'€e io spdate
tissue atlowing roi s addltionar dt to facilitate bLeeding wh€n I brought ibrs concern
ro th€ atieniion ol plmt l]hagemdt, th€ use ol this hook was imm€diateLv c.ased ln
the €Et meetins with plant oftciars dd the nbbj in ch{se, I indicated that I vould seek
turther clditration on the rcgurably acceptability re8*dinA ihis p.-tice I related mv
conced to you md Deputy Disrict Moaeers,--!d-f
regrding the possibility tltrs violatcs requtr€merts 6ct iorth ir FSIS Dnectiv€ 69002
BJa"io"l putt v E)(:t. odJube 12,2Ob?, eceived d e-nan non(-
l-6ralI olher, t SDA FSIS OPPED-TSC ndr€ting thal thr use oI Ure
@k waffi vrolaiion of .he qbtuc SlauchLs A' I of lSTa in rhat I lalls wilhin rbF
protection aforded by Section 19o2.(bl md sectlon 1906, Excnption olftuar shudter'
In his decision, he reters to FsIs Direclire 6900.2 dd wit€s, "d addition6r dt to
t& itat. breeding is accepbbre 6 pan of $€ ritual Proccdur€. Likryio€, if the rabbi
choos€s, the us€ ot a hook r a(€ptable Such a Proceduie perfomed bv the rabbi 6
covcred by the ex€mliron or'bubble' .. " on Jb. 26, 2007, I conlactedi-

,us  n rnodr  hook  us . .  H€
aoq;Af-nle mv vis r, rhe prs, h6 refained tod rn. us" o( Lhe hoor' ". diq us""d
rh€ clsjication rcceived tom with pldt omcials md head rabbr' It ws th€
decision or th€ .abhi @d plmt ndagemdt to continue to retrdn ftom the use of a
hook at this time. (Usc was discontinued imn.diately wh4l e\Fressed conc@ during
my visit May 30, 2O0?.) I' its ue is enployed agan, lrdagement aereed !o notily FSIS
pldt pcisomel in witing.

Deputy Dislrict Mdag-, visited daiablishmmt
repo.ied drat anei obsenlng th. atiIc kirl door with IIC,
consid€rabl€ mount of timc", h. did not wftn€ss dy viohnons ot applicable Humd€
Sraughter regurabrY rcqurments.

. Continued monitorins ot HA'f Activities in eADRS, shoE FSIS p€*od.t continuing to
oonitor the nine categdies reguldly.

' I m pldnins a rollow up
trom the time oldy May

visit ro th€ cstablishment,

. . {d onunue o moir@! lhe prm( a jvilie) rh'o' ch rclpdho-p srela.rorb wilhat

vithin applonmately ninety days
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Should you hare @y turthd quetions, @cffi6, o d I co be ot dy fuithd asisbnce, do
et he.ltat to etrtact @. ThankYN.

usDA/FSrS/OFO

bb,tc

DVMS, Des Moine Di.trict
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Oes Moines District M€nag6r
Federal Building, SLite 945

Des Moines, lA 50309

jerl ins movement after horstinq

b 9 ,  b 6 ,  i (  ! v u U d

on May 30, 2007, at ro3o hours, I met wlth
4653G, Local Pride, LLC, to investisate the plsnfs hum€ne handlino practices. My
lnvestigation included a rcview of FSIS personnel Humane Actlvity Tracking records, an

g"rdrng h,s verir.catioa ol nlaane ha.dhng p'adices a' rhs
oflle parr ard drecl observalio. ol rhe oerfo rat.e ol nLmare

Tl5*J1:"ffiEltil:t:Hinlies iotal, The animas we.e moved nto
iL lF loor  Foreman accompanied me.  I

the resrainer with llttle excitement, Once resirained, a flat meial platiorm !nde. the chest
area was then faised iting the rear limbs oif the ground, a b.ace under the mandibles was
then used to 16se the head and a bar over the top otthe skullwas lowered 10 hod rhe head
in olace,'lhere was vocalization d!ring th s procedure by 9 ot the animas l observed The
ventral n6ck is washed with a cury comb and warer irom a hose prior to the ritual cut. A
rabbithen oedorms the ritual cut {takinq fou. to six strokes to perform lhe cut) and a panl
spFyed th6n us a oode hdok @ aotd a!6 sell@e x5* 'tdhlle mkm! *idlnd6l etr to
racrrrd_e o'eeo rg. Ore d1:Tal \ r JgO Fd v o ent v w'rile b eed rq oJt. -T f ead esra lL
apparatus was released atter the fit!alcut and while the beedrns process proceeds, la
plasiic ear rag s presenl, the tag itsell was clt and removed (there was no clttng of the
animal's tissue durlna this process). After lhe animal lost consciousness lrom anoxia, any
re.d '  ea as orese. r  was removeo r f  orsh an 'ncs,on | t 'F  ear .  t fe  rghr  re"  leg is  _5el
, rdct ,ed.  ,1p or  nd reeased l rom rhe,er rd,ne_ drd rosreo.  o- ,he*n,m45 o;se 'ved.  I
saw no (zero) animals incur addirionaldfessins cuts, be released, sh8ckled or hoisted while

We then proceeded ro an area thai allowed us io observe the shack ng and hoisting process

il::'.l,::,}i' :.:::,titi:.lTl'lii'- llli i"'l,:ll'li;fi j'"iJlT:lft
oosei!rl on peloo slowrng o 4 sig.s o' consciolsne5s.
signs or terminal anoria, Casping, moscle coniractions an
on the fail, ahho!gh unconsc oLs.



After obseruation of the rit!al preparation, cut and rail unconsciousnoss, we proceeded to
$e noldino Den area where I was dble ver fv rha_ all anirals had access to waler, AL
s. nsls l;b;eryed. aoproximarelyf we€ be n€ Toved wth a ninimum or erc rerelr
Althouoh there was one electric pfoiC available fo. use in the single iile chute, I did not
obseN. the use of prods anywh€re within the plant d!ring my veriricator rour. I noted a
sign in the unloadlng area caltioning drlvers on the use of elgctric prods.

while obseNing the mowmont ot catrle, I did not witness any animals sip or fall.
cement floors are grooved, with the exception of one pen. Howev6r, th6 orooves
pons ar6 beoinning to wear smooth creating a poFnrial for slips and falls.
'.dicaied ro me rhar he l-6s a ready d6cJssed rhis wnh planr maragemenl al
advised me the plant has scheduled the equipment to regroove th6 floo.s this weekend. I
also inspected rhe pens and holdjng 6reas and folnd th€h to be n Oood repair, so as noi to
coniribute to iniurv of snimals in the planfs care,

Th6 rocords of humane tacking adtivities show that our in pant FSIS inspecton team are
monitoring humBne handling through tracking adivirios, porforming verificauon of
consclols on the rail activilies every day of prodoction, All orhef activities are pedorm6d
routin6ly. D!rlno my intetuiew with
exh bited by a conscious 6nima!.

e was knowledgeable of the signs

Based upon these res!lts, at ihe time of this investigation ft is my determination
Establishment 4653G, LocaL Pride. LLC, Nobraska is in cohpliance w th 9 cFF 313.1,
313.2,  313.15,  and 313.50 for  a  r i lua l  s la !ghter  iac i l i ty ,

ShouLd vou have any questions or if I can be ol any tu.ther se.vice in this matter do not
hesitate to contad me. Thank vou.

DVMS
USDA/FSIS/FO
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ADDENDUM TO EI'MANE EAIIDLING RETORT. EST. 4653G

d-ARIFICAfiON OT TEE I]SD OF A NODE EOOK

OnluDe 12, 200?, 1r€ceived b emilftom
Technical Seoi@ Cent€( Onanq Nebral@.
posuon ol LtF agetrd ai !o rbe us of a 0ode h@l b! a phi6F iiEEimmedidely aflel
the nrual ul Tne asqcy policy o. thb issue; if the Ebbj cho$6 1o us a hook h the
pnes of d!}ing e addnional ot ro &ciltlre bledins ir * accePtabl€. Tiis act is
includ€d in th€ religious exmplion. As ol lun€ ?6, 2007, aftd beitr8 advised of the
@eflabilitt of uing the rcde hook, lle Ehbinical ten hd Us fa volulrdily chNen
to rcn dn fton uilg rhe hook to ftcilit t€ th€ bleding prc6s. Shodd they decide tD $e
rhs node took ir the tutur€ for rhF purpoF they viu advise ISIS pqsonnel ol lhis

vNl

uSDA/FSIS/OIO
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EtrBme Eodling a$6m.d of an Eslrblithm€trt's gddli.g or Live Anin.ls
Ar Specifi.d by TEE EIIMAND SANDLING MEmODS oF SLAIIGETER AcI

ESTABLISSMDNT: LouI Pdd€. Il-C

Est.blistn.nr 4653G

VM

CIRCUIT:2520 PLANT SIZE: Sn.ll

DtMsl

DISTRJCI: 2500

SPECTES: Dolinc

INTRODUCTION

on Ma, r0, 200?, ar approxinately l03o houE,
Moines DGrncl visned lstebbhmd 4b5rc
vhficaton vis t A! iniral meenng w held vith IIC
th€ purpose ofn, visit Ar this time I aked
mncms at L[is e$ablishmeir to wbFh he @F56

tnehddlins

-fiAfut huEane h dling
did not The planl was lno
Supwisor, q?lainng tte
The plaDt hunon€ handling

VOLUME: d dry

Rc!$n fo. Vi5it Etrbetr. E bdlitrg Venn@tioD Vbit

Rdobm€trdrtion: No lnrrhs Action

EIJMANE EAITI'LING ASSESMEM:

adnFd dou( dival and I net

verifiation ms then ,lded l6 accooDmied
-K,rFoorFoda' !  uof

STUNNING EFFICACY

This plant pa-forms ritual danghler, Clatl Kosh€r. and the.efore thsre is no stunning

\.ERIFICATION OF IN SENSIEILITY (L'i{CONSCIOUSNESS)

,,tiff lii;,*:$,fr i,iklHhi,".*kil,A.,:.;:,h1i"1't;"T,?:,,,f.
chest area M then raised lifli.e the red limhs off lbe sound, a hrme under the
mandibles Nas $en usd to iais the head md a bar over the Lop oflhe skull was lowered

(b)QJ,qtp 7c-
0 u l r 0 l



to hold rhe head in plaoe. Thee wd locrltilion dun.g Uis procenure by 9 of $e
dihals I obwed The venEal neck is rashed pi$ a mrry conb md water fiom a hose
prior io tbe ritual c!t. A Ebbi then perfoms rhe dtual 6!r (tt*i.g fou to six stokes to
pe.foft the o0 This Focedur€ is interprcied by lhis insp€olor to be a@plable as $e
nBt $rok€ sffis rhe woLids ad the M&ning strok4 d*pen ihe ritual ol to op€n the
wN4 thdeby f.ciliradig th€ bleeding Focds. ftis is allowed in dtnd slaughler (*e
FSIS Directive 6900 2 Rdision r, le'l 9. A pldt ehployee tte. ue a mde hook ro
hold and scpmre issue while mkiry addilioml cuts to frcilitate bleeding. One uimal
slaggled viol€ltly while bleeding out. The h@d reslltint appaatus wds relNd after th€
ritual d md while the bleeding proce$ pFceded. Ia a plalic 6 taB is plwnt, the ras
itelfwb @t rnd moved (th@ rc no oiting of th€ didal s t$ue duing this
proo6sJ. Aftdlhe mimal losL oon$miness lrom uoxia" &y metal e& tag prcsent wa
renov€d thrcueh m i.cision in the { IlE rislrt Far l€a is then shackled, lne &id.l
plqsen Eom the .estnjner md noisLed. Of th€ 33 eimah obsded, I sas no (zeb)
&inals indr addiliofrl dre$ing culs\ be r€lese4 shactled or hoisled whil€ @nsoious

I'ERIFICATION OF PROD/AI-TERNATTVE OBJFaT USE: STIjNNING AREA

I obseded apprdimtely i 6 animah noved i.to the si.gle nle chute md the rsbainer
Althoush tbcr€ w6 b eldtic prod available lor e, I did not s any use of an electric
ptud duri.E dy obsemtion penod.

VERIFICATION OF PROD/ALTERNATM OBJECT USE: OTmRAREAS

During ny obwations, lhe oiDal handler did .oL use my ouect to en@urase
movenem, buL ued principles ol mimal behavior l,o nove th€ animah .i a rutlral pace
bd wilh litrle dcitenent. I n<ned no eleclric pod lse mywhde vilhin tbe faciliLy duing
ryvisii Ii Ms not€d rha bere is a sign posted in the unloadine a@ cruLioning drivets
advisins thaL Lhe use of electric prods kcpt lo a binimum or avoided mnpletely

EVALUATION OF SLITS AND !AI-I-S

Whil€ obsflins the oovenen of caue, I did not oihess dy einals slip or lall The
cement floos de e@ved, qith the dcapLio. of dne p€n Howwer, the sroovelofs of
'h€pebnbean. 'n"  owrcmoobc_.a np a por f l r 'a l ro '  r  'F , - ; ' t  I
I.ar.,.l o n. _r" + l'r, drmy d;tu;sed rh6 Mrh D:anr da.aseFiir ud

advisen ne the plmt h6 $heduled the equipnat to regrcove th€ loom

so as not Lo conlribule lo injury of aninals i. the planL s cm

EVALUATION OF VOCALIZATION

Vocirization ms not€d in 9 of ll rnidals obs*d during the fltual oi preparatron Th$
vocalization sftn€d b be relaled to beine restoined The vooalizaiion in this area E
*edpted from the provisions of the Humne SlushL€r Ac! of I978 under Seciion
l902ol, Nhich provides for rilurl slaughter ofa r€liBious faith Section 1906 oflhesame

b6,7c 0 , J U 0 Z



Ac1 prcvidd lor the p.ol6tion ofreligous Feedoo sr!tin8; 'NoLhing in lhis chpld sh,I
be mnnroed to pEhjbit, $rdge or in dy way hindq rhe r€ligious 6'eedon of,.y
peison or eroup NormLhshdrng 0ny other Provision of this c.lEpter, in ord{ to pmtsl
Feedon of Fligioq drual slaugltrd 4d the htndling or othq PeParotid of I'est@k Ju
tituat s!.astflet $ @nflen fM th. tettu ofk6.hoPter " ft6e was no Yooaliahon
rored duins L\e nLual cut, or duins uinal handling in tny oth{ ar6 of the plam

EVALUAfiON O]F EOLDINC PENS AND SUSPDCT PEN

I iNpecred tlE p6s ed holdine aM ad fould lhen io be in ssd rEair, so d not to
co.rrjbnte lo idury ofaninrls nainhined in th* 4.4.Iwa able l,ovdii' th all
minals had wLer arailable The suspect p€n prdids @ver lion rhe reolhq Warer n
p'oqded in pm'ble cofla,nd whel uimals de hosed h{e IEI$sgXd ts one or
lne @s wberc rhe noor groov4 d. s4rirs snoorh howd.
lhis n an a@ scheduled lo be crcoved rhjs qekend

EVALUATION OF TRUCK UNLOAI'ING

I M able to obswe the unloadiog ol ote rruck. The rmp was in good repai. and
provid€d rdequat€ foolins. The dinals w@ u. Loaded with r hininum of *citenent
md driren tu the bolding pens at a mtu*l pee. Thqe wa no ue of an €lec{.ic prod
noted in this proc4s durins ny obseMnon penod

NON COMILL{NCE RECORD nIVIEW

A r.view of Humne Hadliae Non Conpliane Rmrds sin€ production began at this
establisinenr, July, 2005, rcEls six non conpliance records bave been wrill4' In
seoi@bd, 2005, Nls 0009-2005 9l 14 w4 w.jum related b rhe rel6e ed shrcklinS
ofa @n$ious ani@I. Codedive actions md prwmlativ€ m€$res *qe implmented.
On Nov€nber 15. 2005, Nr.f 0017-2005-9r 14 w6 wisen related lo slips and lalh In the
drive all€ys due to ioy conditions Con€c{ire actions md prw€ltoiive neasur€s wer€
inplenenL€d. On Dsenbe. 20, 2005, NR4 0033-2005-91 l4 m Milten relEted lo icy
onditioN in Lhe drive alley Agriq con€c1ive rctions ed ps€Dtative na$r€s wer€
inplme'rted This NR sN NOT linlrcd lo NRi00l7-2005-91 14. On l€bmL.y I6, 2006
NR#0014-2006-9l14mwitr€nelaLedLovard,vailabilitv Codectiveoctio.swe.€
tatm. Or Decenbq 5. 2006, NR4 005G2006-91 14 was wrilten concming availabilily
ofwater ColEtiw actioro w€re immediately inplem€nred. On Februar 2l, 2007, NR#
001l-2007-9I 14 qs witla conenins overcrcwding ad *ater a%ilab fty was
winen lnoediale @denive aciioN md prevenianve d€aues wer€ impl€n€nted hy

The 2 NRr related lo slips and falh as v€1I as 3 NRs relared to water availabiliLy brins
rnto qnestio. the efedi{€.4s of the plmt's prcvenlativ€ neasres. Th€ n{o NRx for
slips md fdh and rhe Decdbet, 2006 dd lne February. 200?, NRs for water avdlabiliLy
ffe qithi.lhe tine Eane whioh would dictate thelinkjns ofthese two NRs assell I
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codelated wilh n Lne fintins ofNtu &d the Entcarion ofefecnve

EXIT MEEIING

OrMaJ l l .2007,d0ar0 fours  des lmenneeEshe ld tod iscussny funme

rine of ny lisit I e4r6sed sone conFn abouL the use of a node h@k, hy lhe planL
€mployee ro hold iisu€s whil€ naking the a(t nmmsary to facihate bleedhg, and
inforned thed tbat I would b€ asking for cldidcalion fiom th€ Dislict Ofr@ on the
acc@labilily ofLhis practi@ I expresed concem aboul the fact that FSIS pdsomel do
rcL have a s€ or rcdonalle place lo obserye animals on the Dil in the do whft rhey
de innidly placed on the rail. I r€4nested thaL Lh€y look inlo the po$ibihy of p.ovidi.g
tte in pLam ftm a safe and r€asonable place ro obseBe $is p.6ce$ Md evaluate a.i6als
for @.$ions.ess I pointed oul tbat I nol€d sveral p ens in the yard s weE w€ring
ssoolh tud tha L I had bee. advi sed lhey were lo be sroo\ed ast in ttG weeke.d I
oonnended them on th€t aneition to this motier dd enmDrased th€m to be sw to
lollow th.oue! with ih€ prcject. I lhen opened the meetins for qucslions Eom lnyone, wc
dBtu$ed lhe  r ,eo f r t  bde\oo l  dda lErmr tve .n{  Jne l5  lad  rq l  ' fPm rhd  l
$odd m bri\ to.ier r rsBn ttc ft rlmteo a.tola orul .,and
Rabb b' rheir "ne a ho'pral1r, !noo{ ffi s $r 1 e\erjorc lcl ny businq .ud
vuh plan monas6, David Blslq md adjourned the meetins

CORXNLATTON 1llTtr trC

Anerrh€qtr meer ng had coocludedl nd I returned b the U SDA om@
Or.e h rhc oni.r. werad a roppoairy looftaleonHAT Rordind.n eADRS.
inclenenr w€tber HAT (wben lo perfom Lhis activity), NR witins and linkins ofNld,
as well a codelaline on the lse of tbe .ode hook &d that I {onld be seni.8 backlqhim
E soon s posibrer-esadiiga.y ft@$ary folo* uod Lhis i$i:"tJ]:i"ffp

t;i: 5T,lsilry:ll 
* "$isl5nce in the De'fornmce

handlne obwrions aL Ert. 4653G In atlmddce wse
Superuisor, David Blak€, ?l&t M@eer, bd Rtbbi fsad ths that I
found Establishnmt 4651G in mnplianoe with qudaEqanining ReSulalions at th€

I'L,
De iroines Dntncr Oftice

uSDA,/Fsrs/oro
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